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Introduction

Jose Rivera’s autobiographical play, The House of Ramon Iglesia (1987),
vividly portrays conflicts among the members of a Puerto Rican family
~ living in Long Island, New York, as they attempt to address the impacts
of their cultural transitions now and in the past. Ramon Iglesia’s sons each
show different views of and reactions to both their Puerto Rican identity
and the surrounding society, and it is these differences and the tensions they
engender that provide the dramatic substance of this play.

Javier, the oldest son, rejects the family’s intentions to return to Puerto
Rico, which they had left many years earlier when he was a young child.
Javier has recently graduated from college in New York, thanks to his
parents’ many sacrifices, yet now appears to be ashamed of many Puerto
Rican cultural traditions which his parents maintain. He disdains Puerto
Rican music, food and other cultural symbols, and refuses to show his father
the respect that tradition would demand. Javier also believes that the best
way for him and his compatriots to advance in society is to speak proper
English, work the political system, and get rid of the past. It would seem that
Javier has adopted a fully assimilationist orientation during his immigration
experience. Nevertheless, it is clear from the beginning that although he
wants to be accepted in the majority society, he diverges from it in a number
of respects, starting with his propensity to tell long, fascinating tales, much
like his father, and to fight politically on behalf of Puerto Ricans. Javier’s
behavior, when seen through a cultural lens, bears a lot of resemblance to
Puerto Rican cultural features, even though he does not recognize them,
and even rejects them. As the play progresses, Javier, confronted by the
hostility and prejudices of the surrounding society as well as the realization
that much of what he rejects is already internalized in him, begins to shift
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